
 
 

 
 

 
September 15, 2022 

 
Dear Friend, 

Something Old, Something New 
 
Here’s a true story told by renowned Presbyterian preacher and Christian educator Dr. Rodger 
Nishioka: Dr. Nishioka was interviewing young adults who’d grown up in a Presbyterian (USA) 
congregation but no longer attended any church. One man told him, “I went to some churches 
when I moved here, and they all kept mentioning the same woman, but she never stood up. I 
wonder how she gets around to all those churches?” Nishioka asked him, “What’s her name?” 
He replied, “Gloria Patri.”  
 
Nishioka paused and asked, “Did they sing something like, ‘Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost’ whenever her name turned up in the bulletin?” “Yes!” the man 
exclaimed. 
 
Nishioka explained that Gloria patri is Latin for “Glory be to the Father,” the first line of a short 
and ancient Christian hymn. He went on to observe that if our church jargon goes over the 
heads of our own young adults, how strange must it sound to people who are unchurched!  
 
This Sunday we’re going to sing the Gloria patri in worship after we confess our sins and hear 
the Good News that God has forgiven us. It’s a way to express our joy that we’re forgiven.  
 
We’re also going to bring back two other elements that have not been a feature of worship since 
before the pandemic. After the sermon we will affirm what we believe by reciting the Apostles’ 
Creed. This is a statement of Christian faith that goes back to the sixth century. Originally it was 
in question and answer format and was used for baptisms.  
 
After we collect our offering, we will sing a short hymn Presbyterians know 
as the Doxology. “Doxology” comes from two Greek words, doxa, 
meaning glory, and logos, meaning word. The first line is “Praise God 
from whom all blessings flow.” After we give to support the work of the 
church, we sing “words of glory” to God, who gave us the gifts we give 
back to God’s church.  
 
If you’re new to our congregation and want to learn more about why we do the things we do, feel 
free to contact one of our pastors. Better yet, attend the new member class that’s going to meet 
after worship the last two Sundays in October!  
 
Marvin 

 
 

 



THE CHILDREN’S MUSIC PROGRAM HAS BEGUN 
 
And there is room for your child! If you want your child to have a jump start on their music 
education, learn to be like Christ, and be part of a safe, caring community, then sign them up by 
visiting our website: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/music-ministry. Vocal choirs are open to 
children ages 4 and up, and bell choirs are open to children in 4th grade and above. 
 

  
 

First day at Cherub Choir. Singers and family members join director Nancy Ruth Wainwright in 
singing, “We Are The Church,” walking in a circle for, “...all who follow Jesus all around the 

world, yes, we’re the church together.” 
 

ADULT CHOIRS ARE UNDERWAY, TOO 
 
If you are interested in singing in the Chancel Choir or ringing in Moore Bells, please contact 
Peter Leibensperger at PLeibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org.  
 

 
 

BACKPACKS AND SCHOOL SUPPLIES   
So far, over 40 backpacks and 4 boxes of school supplies have 
been delivered to the Camden Neighborhood Center. Collection will 
continue through September 30. Bring donations to worship or drop 
off at the office. 

• Erasers 
• Colored Pencils 
• Crayons 

• Glue Sticks 
• Handheld Pencil Sharpeners 
• Pencil Box or Pouch 
• 3-Ring Binders – 1˝ or 1 ½ ˝ 
• Loose Leaf Filler Paper – 

Wide Rule 
• Calculator 
• Washable Markers 
• Watercolor Paint 

• Art Smock 
• 12˝ Ruler 
• Junior Scissors with 5˝ Blunt 

Tip 
• Pocket Folders 
• Composition Notebooks 
• Tissue Packets 
• Backpacks (the biggest need 

for backpacks is Grades 3-8) 



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST - Please keep members and friends of 
the congregation in your prayers. The weekly Prayer List is available in 
Sunday’s bulletin or online here. If you would like to add a personal prayer 
request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. Please obtain the 
permission of the person needing prayer. The Prayer Request portal on the 
website is available for private requests sent directly to the pastors.   

 

JAC BOOK DISCUSSION CONTINUES  
Join us on Sunday, September 18 when we will discuss chapters 5-8 of Heather 
McGhee’s The Sum of Us after the worship service in the choir room. Go to the 
Adult Education page of the website for details: 
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education 

 

THE PORCH BIBLE STUDY RESUMES ON SEPTEMBER 20 
Join the Porchers on Zoom for discussion and fellowship. We will be finishing studying James 
and starting a study on Luke. All are welcome. Email Deb Nussbaum for more information and 
to get the link: debranussbaum1987@gmail.com 

 
YOUTH PROGRAMS – FALL LINE-UP! 

 
Please join us for Bible Sunday on 9/18/22 (coincidentally the first 
day of Sunday School) for our great Bible Giveaway. During the 
Children’s Message the following grade levels will receive their 
Bibles on that day before being dismissed to Sunday School. Please 
know that if you missed a previous Bible Sunday and would like to 
get your bible, please do so! Preschool/Kindergarten receive The 
Beginner’s Bible; 3rd Graders receive The Children’s Bible in 365 Stories; 6th Graders receive the 
traditional “Red Bibles”; and 9th Graders/Confirmation Class receive NIV Quest Study Bibles.  

  
Sunday School begins this Sunday, 9/18 We are looking forward to 
seeing all of our students again! Please register your kids through the 
following link. FPCH SS Registration 22-23.  
 

 
The Nursery is located in the Red Balloon Room (#103) on the first floor of the Preschool. The 
nursery is open to infants - 3 years old.  

 
Nursery Workers: We are looking for people to help staff our nursery 
as some of our current wonderful nursery helpers are headed off to 
college and/or Confirmation classes in the fall.  Ideal candidates will 
be high school aged or older with ample babysitting experience and/or 

certification.  Must love babies and toddlers!  This is a paid position! Please reach out to Gabrielle 
Heimerling for more details at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 



We need your help! We need teachers for grades 3rd/4th/5th and 
6th/7th/8th Sunday School levels.  All that’s needed is a willingness to 
teach and we will provide everything you need:  the curriculum, leader 
guides, supplies and support.  I can promise it is a fun and rewarding 
experience. Please reach out to Gabrielle 
Heimerling at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 

  
Youth Group is starting on Sunday, 9/18! All kids Middle and High School 
are invited to join us at 5 p.m. at the church for a pizza party and some fun.   

 
CIRCLE 3 – Please join Circle 3 members on Tuesday, 
September 20, at Linda O’Neill’s home, 107 Fenwick Court, Cherry 
Hill. We will gather at 10 a.m. and begin our discussion of chapter 1 
from this year’s Bible Study, Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God's 
Gift of Rest and Delight. All are welcome! Feel free to contact 
Peggy Spellmeyer or Carol Carty if you have questions. 

 WOMEN’S WALKING GROUP – Women from the church are 
invited to take a walk through beautiful Haddonfield just for the joy 
of being outdoors and enjoying the company of other women. Linda 
Hess will guide walkers on Tuesday, October 11 at 10 a.m. To 
begin the approximately hour long walk everyone will meet under 
the portico of the church. Ending back at the church, walkers may 
rest over coffee at Saxby’s. Additional walks are planned. The walk 
is a new program of Presbyterian Women.  

 
NEW MEMBERS CLASSES – Join Pastor Nikki following worship on October 23 and 30 if you 
are interested in joining First Presbyterian or just want to find out more. No need to RSVP – 
simply come. If you have questions, please contact Rev. Nikki Passante at 
npassante@haddonfieldpres.org.  

 
READY TO CHANNEL YOUR INNER AMERICAN IDOL? 
Join us in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, October 8 at 7pm 
for Karaoke Night. The event is free to attend, open to all, 
and includes desserts and prizes! A free will offering will be 
taken. Whether you perform solo, with a group, or simply 
spectate, it will be a fun and entertaining evening that will 
benefit the Deacons’ Scholarship Fund! RSVP encouraged 
but not required—please respond to kfdante@verizon.net 
with the number of people in your party, and the song 
title/artist of any songs you would like to sing. 

 
STEPHEN MINISTRY UPDATE – Congratulations to Donna George and Paul Sommers for 
being selected as our first class of Stephen Ministers. Following the training, which begins this 
month and concludes in early February, Donna and Paul will be commissioned as Stephen 
Ministers to carry out ministries of caring within our congregation with people who are 
experiencing a difficult time. One of the most powerful ways of affirming our Stephen Ministers is 
to pray for them. Whether you are thanking God for the gift of that person’s presence and 
friendship or asking God to care for and watch over them, we ask for your prayers as they 
undertake this new training. 



The Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s 
  

The next Open Door Clinic is Saturday, September 24 
 

This past week marks the 120th Saturday that the Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s has 
distributed food during the pandemic; 114 bags again, 12,091 total through Saturday. Over 
302,275 pounds of food and dry goods, distributed by the all-volunteer, everything donated, 
nobody gets paid, Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s. Thank you all for your generous collections 
and contributions. The following Open Door Clinic is October 8. 
 
Needs: Again, the steady request, we have need of breakfast cereal, bottled water, and baby 
wipes and diapers. With the cost of all baby goods up dramatically, we REALLY need diapers: 
sizes 2,3 & 5. Thank you. They can be shipped to: 
 Norman Valentine 
 4223 Remington Ave. 
 Pennsauken, NJ  08110 
 
OR Donations may be dropped off weekdays in the bin on the steps out back of Grace 
Episcopal Church or in the alcove between the Parlor and Sanctuary at FPC If you would like to 
deduct donations for IRS, please pick up a donation sheet in the alcove – save your sales slips, 
add up your totals at the end of the year, and put the total on the donation sheet Any questions, 
please call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 – leave a message and she will get back to you 
 
PB & Js remain an important part of our overall giving program. We feed people. Please contact 
Wendy Coffman at wendy.coffman@gmail.com with any questions. And please pick a week to 
make PB & Js. It is a great opportunity to introduce grandchildren or children to giving and 
service. The sign-up genius is https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1 
 
October Calendar:  

• Open Door Clinic Saturdays, October 8 and 22.  
• Foodbank Pick-ups Friday October 7 and 21 (yes twice in October).  

If you would like to know more or would like to volunteer-please contact Paul Urian at 
umanpaul@me.com.  
 

 
A NOTE FROM THE WOMEN’S PRISON MINISTRY 

 
Thank you to all who have contributed puzzles, greeting cards, calendars 
and note pads, we continue to take these materials to the women at the 
Camden County Jail and appreciate your generosity. It has been 
impossible to visit in person with the women at the CCJ, during the 
COVID pandemic. We have been doing our best to Zoom on Friday 
mornings, but that has been difficult also, due to staffing and internal problems at the jail. We 
have a new contact person and look forward to more continuity. We have been asked by the 
reentry social workers, if possible, to contribute white cotton socks for the women. If you 
could donate white socks, please place them in the Prison closet in the hallway. The women we 
see are very grateful for the spiritual and material support you give them.  
 
Thank you again, The Good Ladies. 



CALENDAR 
 

Sept. 15  – ADULT CHOIRS FIRST REHEARSALS 
Sept. 18  – 10 a.m. Worship – Dr. Lindsay Preaches, Chancel Choir sings  
    Bible Sunday 
    Sunday School and Confirmation classes begin  
   – 11 a.m. JAC Book Discussion 
   – 5 p.m. Youth Group First Meeting 
Sept. 19 – 9:45 a.m. Quilters 
   – 7 p.m. Session meeting 
Sept. 20  – 10 a.m. Circle 3, Linda O’Neill’s home 
   – 7 p.m. Porch Bible Study on Zoom  
   – 6 p.m. Stephen Ministry training begins  
Sept. 21  – 3:45-8:15 p.m. Children and Youth Choirs w/ Spaghetti Dinner  
   – 6 p.m. Stephen Ministry Training begins 
Sept. 22  – 6:30-9 p.m. Adult Choirs 
Sept. 25  – 10 a.m. Worship, Sunday School, Confirmation  
   – No Youth Group 
Sept. 26  – 9:45 a.m. Quilters 
    – 2 p.m. Preschool Board Meeting  
   – 7 p.m. JAC Meeting on Zoom 
Sept. 27  – 10:30 a.m. Staff meeting  
   – 7 p.m. Deacons 
 

Musical blessings from the 9/11 worship 
service: UrbanPromise International’s 

Fellows and Men of Note, a men’s 
ensemble from the Chancel Choir. 

Thank you! 


